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4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



is/are pending in the application, 
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is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claims . 

Application Papers 
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9 n certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ■ 
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,4,D Acknowledgement is made of a claim fo. domes* priority under 35 U.S.C. S 119(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § U2 
l ThefoUowingisaquotationoffl.esecondparagraphofSSU.S.C. U2: 

1 ^ b ^.P«P---*^ -,, "* ,, * , *■ - " , * , * 

applicant regards as the invention. 

3 cfc «^.^*^•-* ,,l - tarf,,,d *■* ,rf,- 

— ^ W,l-W " ,P,d " 

their invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

, ^^^^^^-^^^ 

• • ArrihK section made in this Office action: 
basis for the rejections under this section ma 



5. 
87 



* a ^HSC 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
r, 92, 98, 99, and 107 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(D) 
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Patent #5,736,974 issued to Selker. 

a, P<»r rlaim" 1 35: 

« rfta .-*«----'--'■'-* 4, ' , - ,-,,,, ■ ,- " ,l " 

67; col. 9, lines 55-67; col. 10, lines 1-7). 

g_Per_cJaim^^ 

Seeperclaiml. Seeder col. 8, lines 26-34; figures 1-5. 

r P P rr.1aims5^ 7Aand76: 

lines 27-30, 36-44, 51-57). 

DPexdaimLliaS^a^ 
' Se terKa c h e S ,a ta v ata e is a S s ign ea t oan a ^e. t a [ ep™a 
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items axe disced in accordance with the assigned attribute data vaiue <c„,. 9, hues 29-35, 63- 

67; col. 10, lines 1-7). 

F Pm- claim * ^ * Q and 85: 

Selker teaches that the size of the menu item is limited in response to detection of the 
cursor iocation withinthe detection zone ofme menu item (coi. 8, tines 55-60; co,. 9, tines 29- 

36; col. 10, lines 21-23). 
p Ppt r.laim ^ and 86: 

Seta teaches that the user can enlarge the icon a. wil. and also shrink the icon by 

(col. 6, lines 60-67; col. 7, lines 1-26). 

n Prr r1nim° 1 *\ M , and 87: 

Selker teaches that an icon can be expanded to an arbitrary size (col. 5, lines 34-55; col. 6, 

lines 1-17, 40-47; col. 7, lines 36-44). 
TT PrrrlTihr*™ Sfi.and92: 

See per claim 1. See further figures 1-5. 

J Prr "Hmg ?6 and 62: 

See per claim 1. See further col. 5, lines 19-33. 

T Prrrhirrr' 77 ™ and 99: 

See per claim 1. See further figures 1-5. 



# 
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K Per claims 44 and 80: 

See per claim 14. 
T. Per claim 46: 

See col. 7, lines 4-11; figures 1-5 
M. Per chu rns 71 and 107: 

See per claim 5. 
N. Per claim 73: 

Selker teaches icons E and P at arbitrary locations. Each icon is distorted and appear to 
reach out for the cursor. At any arbitrary size of the respective icons, the relative difference in 
addresses in each coordinate direction may be used to produce skew by advancing or delaying the 
rendering of each raster line of each icon image in dependence of the delay corresponding to 
respective values of d* and d" (col. 5, lines 19-33; col. 7, lines 27-50; col. 8, lines 26-60). 
O Per claim 79: 

Selker teaches that the size factor can be limited for limiting size expansion (col. 7, lines 
18-25; col. 8, lines 1-10, 55-60). 
P Ppt claim 98: 

See per claim 5. See further col. 5, lines 33-55; col. 6, lines 1-17, 40-47; col. 7, lines 27- 
30, 36-44, 51-57; figs. 2-5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

■ ■ ♦ nf ^ U S C 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
6. The following is a quotation ol 35 u.b.^. i"^ ) 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between ^^"^^ ^ the inven tion was made to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7 . dan,, 9, !», «, -* B rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1.3(a) as being nnpa.e^b., 

over Selker. 

A Percl fli™ qqan( 181: 

See pe, ciahn , . Seiker does not teach ft* the size of the ti.es is varied based on a sine 
tocti „»howeve r ,itwo.dhavebee n „bvio U sto„neo— skiUed in the att a, the ti m e of 

length x and the height varies in relation to sin x. 

p, Prr 1 0 and 82: 

S eepe rd ai m ,.Sei k erd M snotteachftepositi„nof«heio„nnten U (ba I )h„wever,i, 

^dhavebeenobvioustoonehavingordinatyskiUintheanat^ti.neU.e invention was 

manipulate the icons. 
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8. Claims 11, 16, 17, 21-24, 47, 52, 53, 57-60, 72, 83, 88, 89, and 93-97 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Selker in view of US Patent 5,825,357 
issued to Malamud et al (Malamud, hereinafter). 

A Perclairr ° " 47. and 83: 

See per claim 1. Selker does not teach that there is a gap between the bar and the bottom 
of the display. However, Malamud discloses a tool interface which includes a tray section 12 and 
an applications section 14. Display mode controls associated with the tray section enable a user 
to define how, where, and when the tray section and computer resources associated with the tray 
are displayed. The user may either attach the tray section to any of the four sides of the display 
screen or display the tray section as a palette (fig. 3). In the palette mode of display for the tray 
section, bom the dimensions and position of the tray section are modifiable by the user (abstract; 
col. 4, lines 35-48). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan in the art at the time of 
invention to include Malamud's palette mode in Selkefs invention because the user is enabled to 
define the bar's position leaving, or not, a space between the bar and the bottom of the display. 
R, PfTclaim? '*, '7,^ 53. 88. and 89: 

Selker does not teach mat the bar is removed from the display when the cursor moves 
away from the bar. However, Malamud teaches mat in the collapse mode the tray section is 
collapsed to a width of four pixels, enabling the applications section to occupy substantially the 
entire screen (col. 5, lines 52-67; col. 6, lines 1-13). Thus, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include Malamud's teachings to 
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Selker's invention because the user is enabled to instruct the computer system to hide or 
minimize the toolbar when needing to occupy the entire screen. 
r Per claim " ?1 57. and 93: 

See per claim 20. Selker does not teach that the tiles occupy multiple rows however, 
Malamud teaches a panel area 24 of the video interface which has a set of advanceable panels. 

Only one panel is displayed in the tray section 12 at any given point in time (col. 6, lines 51-60). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of invention to 

include Malamud's advanceable panels in Selker's invention because they provide more space 

for multiple tiles when the user has too many applications running. 

D Per clan ™?? SR. and 94: 

See per claim 20. Malamud teaches that a permanently displayed extended command 
area 23 of the tray section 12, referred to as an embedded computer resource. The embedded 
computer resource includes a system icon 28 and a digital clock display 44, but other computer 
resources can be added to the command area 22 (col. 6, lines 41-60; col. 9, lines 49-61). 
F Perclai ™«^ W- and 95: 

See per claim 22. See further Malamud, figure 2. 
p p^iaim^d 60. and 96: 

See per claim 22. 
ft Per claim 72: 

See per claim 2 1 . Malamud teaches that tiles have a minimum size which is changed 
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when the panel exceeds the minimum size requirement (col. 5, lines 12-22; col. 6, lines 4,-60; 

col. 10, lines 54-60). 
U Ppt claim 97: 

See per claim 22. 

9. Claims 18, 19, 25, 54, 55, 61, 90, and 91 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
„„patentab.e over Selker in vie* of US Patent 5,657,049 issued to Ludo.pb et al (Lud.lph, 
hereinafter). 

A Per claim * 1*, S4. and 90: 

Selker does not teach that when the bar is removed it appears to slide into an edge of the 
display in response to a keystroke. However, Ludolph discloses a Desk Drawer which is closed 
(removed) when the cursor pointer 50 leaves the drawer region 35. Mouse and/or keyboard 
commands may be effectuated toclose the Desk Drawer (col. 9, lines 31-39; col. 13,lines 16- 
22). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to include Ludolph's teachings in Selker's invention because animation 

creates the illusion of movement, it adds realism, the drawer not only disappears but the user can 

actually see it opening and closing. 

R Percla ir™ 10 , ^ and 91: 

See per claim 18. Ludolph teaches that the computer automatically closes (autohide) 

Desk Drawer when the cursor pointer leaves the drawer region 35 (col. 13, lines 16-22). 
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C. Per claims 25 and 61 : 
See per claim 19. 

10. Claims 28, 31, 32, 64, 67, 68, 100, 103, and 104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Selker in view of US Patent 6,256,649 Bl issued to Mackinlay et 
al (Mackinlay, hereinafter). 

A. Per claims 7.8. 64. and 100: 

Selker does not teach that labels associated with the tiles are displayed with a first 
predetermined fade-in rate when the cursor moves proximate to a tile from another tile. 
However, Mackinlay discloses an animated spreadsheet wherein a user can specify the current 
cell just by moving the mouse cursor on the cell. When the cursor comes in a cell, the data flow 
graph associated with the cell gradually appear on the screen (fades in), and it gradually 
disappears when the cursor moves away from the cell (fades out), (abstract; col. 3, lines 1 1-26; 
col. 7, lines 32-37; col. 8, lines 21-48). Thus, it would have been obvious to an artisan in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include a fade-in and fade-out rate in Selker's invention 
because the gradual increase in visibility (fade-in) allows the icon closest to the cursor to take up 
most of the user's attention and the gradual disappearance (fade-out) avoids confusion when 
making a selection. 

R. Per claims 31 . 32. 67. 68 103. and 104: 
See per claim 28. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



11. Claims 6-8, 29, 30, 33, 34, 39-41, 65, 66, 69, 70, 75, 77, 78, 101, 102, 105, and 106 are 
objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record does not teach or suggest a predefined relationship between an 

effect width W, a default height h, and a selected maximum height H including a function S 
defined as: S = ((H - h) - sine (ic x (h - 2) - (W x 2)), as recited in claims 6, 39, and 75. 

Prior art of record does not teach or suggest a second predetermined fade-in rate when the 
cursor moves proximate to a tile from outside a region associated with the bar, as recited in 
claims 29, 65, and 103; and a second fade out rate when the cursor moves out of a region 
associated with the bar, as recited in claims 33, 69, and 105. 

Selker (US Patent 5,736,974) discloses a distance d which can be computed from an 
address within the icon menu 30. The icon menu must be unaffected for cursor image positions 
over most of the display area or window. Some specific or inherent threshold of proximity 
between the icon menu and cursor selection position 25 should be provided (col. 5, lines 19-32; 
col. 6, lines 10-17; col. 7, lines 35-43; col. 8, lines 37-45). Selker fails to teach that the position 
of the tile varies based on a predefined relationship including a function S defined as 
S = ((H - h) - sine (tc x (h - 2) - (W x 2)). 
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Mackinlay et al (US Patent 6,256,649 Bl) discloses an animated spreadsheet wherein a 
brief animation is displayed after a user indicates interest in an annotation. When the cursor 
comes in a cell the data flow graph associated with the cell gradually appears on the screen (fades 
in), and it gradually disappears when the cursor moves away from the cell (fades out). Mackinlay 
fails to teach or suggest a second predetermined fade-in rate when the cursor moves proximate to 
a tile from outside a region associated with the bar, and a second fade out rate when the cursor 
moves out of a region associated with the bar. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Inquiries 

14. Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . If applicant desires to fax a response, (703) 308-905 1 may be used for 
formal communications or (703) 308-6606 for informal or draft communications. Please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for informal facsimile communications. For after final responses, 
please label "AFTER FINAL" or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the document. Hand- 
delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ms. X. L. Bautista whose telephone number is (703) 305-3921. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on M - Th. from 8:00-6:00 ET. If attempts to reach the 
Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached 
at (703) 308-3116. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark Office on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



XLB 



February 20, 2002 
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